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ARTS COUNCIL Visit us at:

www.smithmountainartscouncil.com/

President’s Message:

As SMAC embarks a new year, it is worthwhile to reflect on our accomplishments.
SMAC sponsored events have attracted record crowds. Our student outreach program
is strong. We have added affiliate members, and overall membership continues to
increase. Our fiscal condition is in great shape. Many thanks go to my predecessor,
Judy Reap, who has been responsible for leading this organization so well for the past
four years. Other Board members who have rotated off of the board include Nancy
Brown, Liz Stubelt and Elaine Ingram. We appreciate the work that these individuals
have done to make SMAC the vibrant organization that it is.

Our challenge is to continue to evolve and further the Arts in the Smith Mountain Lake
area. We can only do that with the guidance and support of our members. If you have
any suggestions or comments, please feel free to let me or any other board member
know what you are thinking. Let your friends and neighbors know about SMAC, and
ask them to join our organization. We are still looking for someone to head up the photo
show. If you are interested, or know of someone who is, let us know.

Let’s get those cards and letters coming!
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Board Meeting Notice

Fri. Nov. 20, at 10:00 a.m.
Trinity Ecumenical Parish - Route 122




Up Coming Events

NEIL SIMCOIN'S

Make a note on your calendar
_more details elsewhere in the newsletter

-
-

"The Odd Couple" by Neil Simon
(Female Version)
Saturday, Nov. 21 5:30pm
Bernard's Landing

SMAC Member Discount Policy

Individual - $15 to $24
Discount on 1 ticket to some events

Family - $25 to $49
Discounts on 2 tickets to some events

Sustainer - $50 to $99
Discounts on 3 tickets to some events

Patron -- $100 to $499
Welcome New Members 1 free ticket per year to some events

Peter and Ann Coriasco Supporter - $500 to $999
2 free tickets per year to some events

James Mullens
Sponsor - $1000 to $1999
2 free tickets to 2 events per year to

some events

Benefactor -- $2000 and above
2 free tickets to 4 events per year to
some events

L —— |

Share SMAC's slogan with your friends and neighbors.
"If you aren't a member of SMAC... you should be."

Members enjoy discounts at some of the scheduled events




Bhe
Qdd Couple

By Neil Simon

(Female Version)

Saturday, November 21, 2009 - 5:30pm
Bernard's Landing Conference Center
775 Ashmeade Road Moneta, VA 24121

The Lake Players, seen here rehearsing, are planning their next play reading at the Bernard’s
Landing Conference Center on Sat. November 21, at 5:30 p.m. This time it will be an Hors
d’oeuvre Supper with desserts.

“The Odd Couple” by Neil Simon, female version, is a very funny play as was the original “Odd
Couple” with Jack Lemmon and Walter Matthau. This time the five females are playing Trivial
Persuit and the neighbors are two Spanish brothers. Rita Moreno and Sally Struthers played the
original roles.

Cast:
Oliva Madison - the fun-loving slob Marlene Truesdell
Florance Unger - the neurotic neatfreak Nancy King
Sylvie Charlene Maresca
Renee Anne Motley
Vera Lorraine Conary
Mickey Frankie Puckett
Manolo Costazuela John Maresca
Jesus Costazuela Tim Ernandes

Reservations and Cost:
Please make reservations with Connie Canova at 540-297-6680 or confred@b2xonline.com and
tell us what you will bring - an hors d’oeuvre or dessert.

The cost is $5.00 per person to cover expenses and drinks.




Winners of SMAC Novel Contest

The Smith Mountain Arts Council (SMAC) and its Lake Writers
group have announced the winners of the 2009 SMAC Novel
Contest.

Thirteen area writers entered the contest by submitting the first 50
pages of their novels. From these thirteen submissions, the judge
selected three finalists. The finalists were then asked to submit their
complete novels for final judging.

SMAC Novel Contest Winners (left to right): Betsy Ashton, first place; Judy Reap, SMAC President;
Becky Mushko, second place; Jennifer Merritt, third place.

First Place : The first place winner is Betsy Ashton for her novel Unintended Consequences.
Ashton lives in Moneta, writes for the Laker Weekly, is a budding novelist, and is a member of
Lake Writers and Valley Writers in Roanoke.

Unintended Consequences features Mad Max Davies, a reluctant boomer grandmother,
who finds herself taking care of her grown daughter and two grandchildren after her
daughter is badly injured in an accident. She and her grandchildren become involved with
solving a murder and exposing why the Killer kills.

Second Place : The second place winner is Becky Mushko for her novel Stuck.
Mushko lives in Penhook, is a retired teacher, blogger, and former columnist. She writes
children’s literature. She has self-published five books.

In Stuck, eleven-year-old Jacie—stuck in grief over her mother's death, stuck at camp with her
worst enemy, and finally stuck on a Franklin County farm with her father's new fiancée—helps a
ghost who is stuck on earth until she learns what happened to her young daughter.

Third Place : The third place winner is Jennifer Merritt for her novel Archer’s Storm.

Merritt, originally from Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, lives at Spring Lake Farm in Moneta
with her husband, children, and father-in-law. She is a free-lance writer who makes time to write
while chasing after her three young sons.

Archer’s Storm, Merritt’s first novel, features Archer Brookwood. Nothing extraordinary ever
happens to Archer. He dreams of traveling to distant worlds, but one summer he realizes this
world is larger than he ever imagined. Magic is as close as his own back yard.

SMAC President Judy Reap presented Ashton with a check for $1,000 at the SMAC Annual
Meeting on October 27. Mushko and Merritt have received checks of $400 and $200,
respectively.

The judge was Sandra Clayton-Emmerson. Currently the archivist of Manhattan College (New
York), she teaches college-level composition and information literacy. A graduate of Walla Walla
College and the University of Maryland, Clayton-Emmerson has more than twenty-five years
experience as a researcher, writer, college and high school teacher, editor, and archivist. She is
the editor and publisher of three collegiate magazines and the author of several annotated
bibliographies. Clayton-Emmerson, who critiqued each of the thirteen initial 50-page entries,
gave each author feedback, chose the three finalists, and then selected the first, second, and
third place winners from the three complete novels, commented at the conclusion of the contest,
"This was a lot of fun! | just wish | could read all the novels now!"

The contest was coordinated by Fran Nielsen, a member of the Lake Writers, who found the
judge and handled the coordination of the contest.



